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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION AND FAMILY SUPPORT — 
NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION WEEK — AS EYE SEE IT EXHIBITION 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Child Protection) [1.07 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house of National Child Protection Week and the Department for Child Protection and Family Support’s 
As Eye See It photographic exhibition. This week communities across Western Australia will come together to 
help make a positive difference in the lives of children and young people in support of National Child Protection 
Week, held from 6 to 12 September. Child Protection Week gives everyone the opportunity to learn how to keep 
children and young people safe in their communities. Every child deserves to grow up in a nurtured and safe 
community and have access to the right supports that will allow them to succeed in life. I would like to reiterate 
that individuals, families, businesses, government and community sector agencies all have an important role to 
play and by working together we can help build safer communities. Child Protection Week also importantly 
provides the opportunity for the community to recognise the invaluable contribution that foster carers make in 
helping support the state’s most vulnerable children and young people. This week a broad and diverse range of 
activities and events will be held across the state to celebrate Child Protection Week and honour those foster 
carers who make a significant impact in the lives of our children and young people in care. The department will 
be running information sessions, protective behaviours workshops, community presentations, morning and 
afternoon teas, and picnics across the state from the Kimberley to the great southern as well as in the 
metropolitan area to celebrate this important week. On Friday, 4 September I had the opportunity to launch the 
department’s As Eye See It photographic exhibition and present certificates of appreciation to 32 young people 
aged between 12 and 17 years who are living in care in metropolitan and regional communities throughout 
Western Australia and whose photographs are currently being showcased at the Western Australian Museum. 
The exhibition is held during Child Protection Week to raise awareness about what it means to live in care and 
provide an insight into the world of these young people. Digital cameras were given to these young 
photographers, who were invited to attend a photography workshop and then asked to capture five images—four 
of people, places and objects that were important to them, and a photograph of their right eye. This experience 
has given these young people in care an opportunity to express what is important to them through photography. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate all of the participants on the photographs they have submitted. I am 
grateful and humbled that they have shared their stories with us. The photographs on display are beautifully 
captured moments and reflections, heart-warming and often poignant, and I urge all members to take the time to 
look at the exhibition for themselves. This free exhibition is currently being held in Hackett Hall at the Western 
Australian Museum and it runs until 20 September. 
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